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lars belonging to other people. Appar-"""
ently, he was willing to share a few... .

million with insiders whe had the i
- Charge’ d‘affaxra William Eagleton

=

e
-

_O :]'.

Approved For Release 2010/06/24 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000100990099-6

‘ ir:‘ A .'.“ u;.‘lRZD

».;
X

WASHINGTON POST
26 October 1979

PO

Jack Anderson e T e

Eiie:epmg the i}é on E y )

Likxe Ricbard Nixon. betore hnn,’ T of the world 3 most notorxous rene~

Jimmy Carter has tried quietly, if fu--
tilely, to be his brother’s keeper. Both .
presidents. used’ the allseeing. all-"
knowing federal apparatus to keep an -
anxious watch on their. errant broth— i
€rs. : ,.;_:-1 At iatd ¢

in the lone]mas of the Oval Ofnce

Nixon and Carter shared a-personal =

penchnant for secrecy and sublimation. .+
Yet both had their souls- tested: by
overindulgent, overly talkative

appetites caused polmcal embarrass—
ment. -

The two wayward brothers ‘Donald
Nixon and Billy Carter, also had much
in common. They shared a weakness:-
for easy money and an indiscretion ©
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- We have ]ust leamed, for ezample

', thaf. the: White House.was. alerted. &,
. year ago that Billy had accepted an all- ax-

expenses-paud trip to Libya. There was’;;
~‘worry inside the White House over his ", y

.. intentions.;and his traveling . com-. .

panions. So in the strictest confxdence.ﬁ-,
. Beard asked the State Department. to ¢
" monitor the visit and, if possible, to re~""

bmth-w strain. thee fun-lovmg, beer-swilling. .
ers whosa loud cracks and voracious :-;

illy.
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embassy in Libya “to greet [the] Geor-

gia : delegation, to learn memberst:>
* pames and to alert them to sensmve ¥
% nature'of U.S.-Libyan relations.”, : | =0

Billy ‘arrived in grand style, mth

about how they acquired it. Both also-: - 'enght Georgia politicians and business- :

recognized the financial advantages of =
having a brotaer in the White House. =

. In fact, both got their nama linked ..

with - manabout-the-world . Robert-_

V&co_ who allegedly sklpped the coun-

right White House counections.

In the early 1570, President Nizon =

asked Thite House aide Jehn Ehrlich-
man to keep tabs on Donald. The ha-:*

vent Donalds " -indiscretions “~from ",
bubble-gurmming in his brotaer's tace.. -

" In the late 1970s, President Carter. ..
asked White House aide Tom Beard to e

try to keep Billy out of treuble. Reard’

.most delicate task was to seft-pedal Bil- )..'
port planes, which the L1byans bad ™

ly's dealings with the beyans,_who

" have granted arms and asylum te some |

-3 -

rassed Ehrlichman did his best to"pre- ..y

> men. They traveled firstclass, stayed

at the best hotels and-were shown-*
" around. Tripoli in chauffeur-driven -

™ cars. The Libyans picked-up- -all the .
_bills and handed out gifts. The cost» -
. was estimated at over aaO, S

Meanwhile; embassy (nfmals dun~
fully toek Billy aside and cautioned
him about rocking the diplomatic boat.: *

cabled back: “Billy Carter has told us -
that he will refrain from making any.”

“¥- pelitical comments, and this has’ “beent ¥
borne out' thus far. For example; in’ ?;-
guardedly -that -“we-let “the- W}nta
*-House know what Billy .was doing.™

~* reply to-a long welcoming speech’at °;

the airport;’ Bxlly shook hands and v

- most amiably said, Thank you.”” - '’ *2

. Intelligence sources told - us ' that =
- spoke to the Libyans pnvately

purchased from the Umted States but

<

" Instructions were flashed to the US. “'—f was passed on to Eagleton in a letter!

‘marked “Secret” and signed by Leon-!

-but promised to call back. He'never re-
Bi - sponded: to- our'subsequent calls::The
abeut lifting the freeze on eight trans- * State Department declassrﬁed some of

N .
—*'— ——————

Lo s T, ® -
* which Washmomn had blocked. But'
* nothing leaked out that was embar-t
ras.:mgtobrozher.nmmy..; W i

At last, Eagleton reported in a conﬁo
=~ dential caole- “Billy Carter-and: the<
' Georgia delegation left™Tripoli for:
Rome... We accompamed the Georgia |
deleoahon from the VIP lounge to the’
door of the aircraft . x-As far as we«
can see, there has beeu no negative:
* fallout from Billy Carter’s visit to Tnp-.
_ oli. In fact, on the local scene we wouldl
rate it as a'very positive event. " - °1

. The White House was grateful. Thisi

ard Scensny, then ttua country offlcer‘
for beya -
e White House was pleased thh'

Loes g

how Bmy Carter’s trip came out,”

- wrote Scensny. - “Tom - Beard, who.
worked with us on this, said that they;
- appreciated your: efforts to brief Mr.;
- Carter and to keep th° whole trip o ad
very low key.” v tinoacERes e e !

Not until a year Iater dxd it leak out!

i that the Justice Department is investi-:
" gating allegations that Vesco had. plot-

¢ ted to pass out $30 million in bribes to!
" Carter associates in return for ‘obtain~ -
ing transport planes for Libya. Billy:
Carters name has been dragged into!
*-the investigation; althou,,h there is 00§
‘" evidence of wrongdoimg: " F ¥4 L
_Footnote:” Scensny ‘- acknowledged

Beard refused an immediate comment

“the documents for us in rasponse toa
Freedom of Information request...>3 *:{
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